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NEWS RELEASE

October 4, 1991
UM RECEIVES $500,000 USAID GRANT
TO LINK UM WITH COLLEGE IN BELIZE
MISSOULA —
The University of Montana has received a five-year,

$500,000

grant from the United States Agency for International Development to
establish strong ties between UM and the University College of Belize
in Central America, UM President George Dennison said.
At a U.S. State Department reception Thursday in Washington,
D.C., Dennison learned UM is one of 13 U.S. colleges and universities
to receive USAID's University Development Linkage Program grants.
Seventy-nine institutions applied for the grants, which are being
offered for the first time this year.
"I think it's a wonderful opportunity for the University of
Montana," said UM International Programs Director Peter Koehn, who
will serve as project director.

"The program will allow us to

internationalize further our campus and to play an important role in
helping build the capacity of the University College of Belize."
Koehn said UM's success in a highly competitive field -- other
grant recipients include Johns Hopkins, Harvard and the University of
California at Davis -- is due in large part to Dennison's initiative
and emphasis on international programs.

Dennison credited faculty

efforts to internationalize the University.
The grant has two primary objectives, Dennison said: to enhance
faculty, staff and institutional capabilities at UCB and in other
Belizean institutions, particularly in the field of natural resource
-more-
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conservation and management; and to strengthen UM's commitment and
capacity to enhance international opportunities and expertise among
faculty, staff and students.

The project has a total budget of $1.8

million, supplementing the grant with contributions from the Belizean
government, various non-governmental organizations in Belize, the
Lewis and Clark National Forest and in-kind contributions from UM.
"This is truly a collaborative and cooperative effort," Dennison
said.
The project proposal was developed by Koehn and Assistant
Professor Stephen Siebert, the forestry school's coordinator of
international resource management.

Siebert will develop and manage

specific project activities in Belize and Montana.
"We will send faculty to work in Belize, both in a teaching
capacity and in a training capacity, and we will receive young
Belizean faculty here to study for advanced degrees at The University
of Montana," Koehn said, noting that those exchanges should get under
way by spring.
In addition, he said, UM and UCB faculty will collaborate on
research projects, and there will be opportunities for UM students to
gain practical experience in Belize.

Lewis and Clark National Forest

staff will play a major role in the project, working with their
counterparts in Belize, he said.
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